Adverse effects of antipsychotic drugs.
The side effects of antipsychotic drugs have always been a major concern for clinicians and the appreciation of their importance in the treatment of schizophrenia has increased steadily over the years. Epidemiological studies as well as trials of the prevention and treatment of antipsychotic side effects are the consequences of this development. Results of these studies also have important implications for improving compliance and quality of life in schizophrenic patients. Thus, side effects research has made the treatment of schizophrenia not only safer but also more effective. Next to a brief overview of some of the more important adverse events and their treatment, we will also discuss these effects in the context of compliance, treatment response and the influence of anti-EPS drugs.